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Parks, Recreation, and Community Services:  FY09 Capital Project Activity

In Fiscal Year 2011, the City of Rio Rancho Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services (PRCS) continued and/or completed several projects involving expansions, improvements, and additions to parks, open space and trails, and recreation and senior center facilities.  Highlights of the past year include completion of the Sugar Park Replacement Play Structure, continued progress on the City Facility Tree Replacement/Urban Forest Enhancement program, completion of phase 1 improvements to the Big Brothers Big Sisters Park in North Hills, and completion of park improvements to High Range Park.  The total developed park acreage of the City in Fiscal Year 2011 was 381 acreas, or 4.35 acres per 1,000 residents.  Park acreage expected to be added in Fiscal Year 2012 includes the Rio Rancho Sports Complex West Expansion (improvement of existing 3.3 acreas), Gateway Pond (2.14 acreas), and Cielo Grande Park (.6 acres).  PRCS continues to identify and consider capital projects to enhance parks and trails infrastructure and recreation facilities citywide in conformance with the Department’s Master Plan adopted by the City Council in early 2005, and an additional 46.77 acres of developed park land is expected to be added within the next five years based on current development prospects and city projects.  

Completed Projects

Rainbow Park Upgrades/Restrooms (PR0820)

Construction of two handicap accessible unisex bathrooms as an addition to the Rainbow Pool house commenced in January 2009 and was competed in August 2010.  Additional electrical improvements to the 200 square foot addition were made in December 2011 for installation of heaters and hand dryers.  Funding for the $66,876 project came from Council 1 discretionary funds ($10,516),  a Sandoval County Grant ($40,000), and general fund revenues ($16,360).   

Spors Complex Drainage Rundown  (PR1012)

Construction of an east drainage concrete rundown that previousy failed, and an ADA wheelchair ramp and sidewalk, rip rap fallout, rip rap slope armoring was complete in Fall 2010 at the Rio Rancho Sports Complex.  Total project cost was $49,724 and was funded by a 2010 tranfer from the general fund. 

Sports Complex South ADA Access (PR1014)

The Department worked with an on call contractor to improve ADA accessibility at the Rio Rancho Sports Complex.  Improvements were competed by June, 2011 and the project was funded in the amount of $19,511 with general fund revenues. 
  
High Range Playground and Park (PR1015)

Construction of the park by developer Curb, Inc. was completed in November 2009 and additional park improvements have been ongoing in Fiscal Year 2010 and 2011.  Completed park improvements include post and cable fencing around the permiter of the park, dog waste stations, park benches, trash cans, chainlink fencing, installation of a shade structure, benches and tables, and a water fountain at the dog park.  Project spending to date totals $30,936 with funding consisting of Park Impact Fees ($25,686) and a donation received in December 2009 from Curb North, Inc. ($5,250).  Project improvements were completed in June, 2011.  

Sugar Park Replacement Structure (PR1157)

Replacement of the Sugar Park  2-5 year old playground structure and surfacing was completed in early spring 2011. The previous playground had been destroyed by fire and an insurance claim in the amount of $16,318 was made for this replacement project.  

Works in Progress

Sports Complex North (PR0447)

Comprehensive facility master planning continues for the phasing of the Rio Rancho Sports Complex North located between the Vista Entrada and Lomas Encantadas developments.  Design work for the remaining phases of the complex will be completed upon review and decision on alternatives to be presented by the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services to City Management. 

Construction of Phase I-A was successfully completed in January 2010 and Cibola Little League began use of the facility for the 2010 summer season.   Phase I-A included: construction of two 215’ artificial turf outfield little league fields with chain link and metal panel fencing, dugouts, and backstops; concrete ADA parking lot; dirt parking lot with compacted base course; post and cable perimeter fencing; and irrigation and native revegitative seeding of disturbed areas.   Project spending and contracts to date, including land acquisition, design, and construction total $2.5 Million. Project funding to date includes:  General Fund Revenues ($804,885); Sandoval County Grants ($619,057); State Capital Outlay Appropriation ($225,000); and, Park Impact Fees ($1,075,550).  Complete facility build out is estimated to cost $13 Million and will be phased per the pending master site plan and as funding is identified.  In Fiscal Year 2011, electric service was extended to the site at an estimated cost of $75,273 using county grant funds and park impact fee funds already allocated to the project. 

Northern Blvd Community Center (CE0772)

Land acquisition and installation of an 8” sanitary sewer line connecting the site to the existing sewer system was completed in December 2007.  Traffic analysis and 100% facility design was completed in March 2008 and the City has received final construction plans from the project architect.  Build out and equipping of the Northern Boulevard Community Center at an estimated  cost of $4 Million is tentatively planned for Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015, pending identification of additional project funding.   



The approximatley 15,500 sq. ft.  facility will have a kitchen, nine meeting and recreation rooms, a computer lab and exercise room.  The main foyer and front staff offices will lead into the facility’s meeting rooms, storage rooms and the community hall/basketball court.  The Northern Blvd. Community Center would serve as a multi-generational facility and host community meetings, educational and recreation programs and classes, sports and fitness activities and programs, and more.  Hundreds of patrons could participate in a variety of different activities held in the various rooms and hall simultaneously. Program participation on such a scale is not possible  at any of the Recreation Division’s existing facilities.  The Center would serve residents throughout the City year-round, and would have the potential to hold hours of operation that greatly exceed existing centers.  The project has been supported through general fund revenues and project-to-date expenditures total approximatley $947,000.

Sierra Norte II Park (CE0697)

Sierra Norte Park is located in the Sierra Norte subdivision, adjacent to the North Hills subdivision on Pine Road.  The land for this park was dedicated to the City by the Sierra Norte subdivision developer, and the City has used impact fees and State and County grant funds to develop the park in phases.  Project to date expenditures total $427,738.   Prior to Fiscal Year 2009, the City completed the installation of a trail encircling the park, benches and trash cans, pond fencing, a parking lot, a concrete basketball court and plaza area, and 2-5 and 5-12 year old youth playground structures.  In Fiscal Year 2009, County funds installed a water fountain, and impact fees were used to stabilize all disturbed areas for wind and runoff erosion, and to install a 20’ x 20’ shade structure on the plaza. In Fiscal Year 2011, construction of a benchwall to protect the playground area was completed and an additional estimated $203,350 is needed to complete the two (2) acre playing field (irrigation system and turf) and site landscaping (trees, shrubs). 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Park (Formerly North Hills Open Space Park) (CE0772)

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department accepted four (4) parcels of land from the North Hills Home Owner's Association in 2005.  Since that date, the Department had promised to improve some of those parcels, creating parks where previously existing park areas had been allowed to deteriorate due to a long standing lawsuit.  Since accepting the parcels, the Department has created a completely new park on 19th Ave ("North Hills Park"), and has made improvements (improved lighting, parking with ADA access, tables and benches, play equipment, disc golf course) to a linear park/open space parcel on the south east end of 17th Ave ("The Canyon").  The last major parcel accepted by the Department is part of the storm drainage system that runs through North Hills.  While the entire parcel is over nineteen (19) acres in size, the area that could be developed for strictly recreational purposes without threat from storm run off is approximately two (2) acres on 17th Avenue near Raspberry.  In the absence of grant and other financial outlets to fund phase 1 of this project, the Department partnered with Big Brothers Big Sisters, Lowes Heroes, Sites Southwest and NUCA of New Mexico (association of local construction companies) to leverage $15,000 of park impact fees with donated materials and services to design and survey the project, and install an asphalt parking lot, asphalt and crusher fine trails, post and cable fencing, picnic tables, drip irrigation, and landscaping (valued at over $80,000).  The Department received a CDBG project grant to construct, install and equip the Big Brothers Big Sisters park with a 100% ADA accessible playground, wood fiber surfacing, and the In Fiscal Year 2011, the City used an additional $18,938 in Impact Fees to install the sidewalk and turndown around the play area.   A final phase would install the a concrete half-court basketball court and concrete plaza with shade structure upon identification of additional funding.   

Bosque Trail (PR0639)

The Bosque Trail is the City’s longest continuous trail, stretching north from Corrales Road to the Rio Rancho/Bernalillo city limits.  Construction of additional trail connections pending completion of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Master Plan will support ongoing development and improvement to the bosque trail system.  An existing project budget in the amount of $151,458 remains in place to make trail connections between the existing trail and adjacent neighborhoods, such as River’s Edge and possibly Enchanted Hills.  The Department would also design, purchase and install facility and educational signs in the bosque.  Project expenditures to date total $198,313 with funding coming from trail impact fees, state grants and general fund revenue sources.  Most recently, a new crusher fine trail connection was established within the Northwest Loop in early spring 2011. 

Public Safety Memorial Wall (PR0913)

Construction was completed in July, 2011 and a dedication ceremony is planned for August 10, 2011 for the Public Safety Memorial Wall located at Veterans Memorial Park adjacent to Esther Bone Library.  The project consisted of construction of sidewalks, memorial walls, grading and drainage improvements, benchs, trash cans, irrigation and landscaping.  Project funding included: State Capital Outlay Appropriation ($20,000), and Council discretionary funds (Distict 1: $5,000; District 3: $10,000; Distict 4: $5,000; District 5: $10,000; District 6: $5,000; Consolidated Discreationary Funds: $970).   

Meadowlark Senior Center Parking Lot Renovations (PR0975)

In Fiscal Year 2006, an architectural survey found the Meadowlark Senior Center parking lot does not meet ADA requirements.  Renovations to the parking lot are necessary to meet federal requirements and to remedy deteriorating asphalt pavement conditions that are causing hazardous conditions for patrons of the center.  Phase I design was completed in Fall 2009 with Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding obtained by the Department in Fiscal Year 2010 ($25,437).  Phase I design has addressed the ADA issues immediately surrounding the building, including parking, walks, lighting, and landscaping.  Phase II design will address planning the remainder of the approximately 2.7 acre site, and is currently unfunded. The estimated cost of construction is $800,000 and funding is undetermined at this time. 

Cielo Grande Park (PR1128)

Surveying and a summary plat have been completed and park plans donated by Hilltop Landcaping are currently under review by City staff.  The project consists of a .59 acre pocket park adjacent to the Cielo Grande Subdivision located west of Unser Blvd. and south of Paseo del Volcan, including a small plaza with shade structure, basketball court, play area and skate park. The project is funded in the amount of $80,000 of park impact fees and will receive an additional $82,996 as part of the Department’s Fiscal Year 2012 budget.  The Department also awaits availability of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the amount of $52,940.  Land for the park was donated by AMREP in Fiscal Year 2011 and the City has partnered with the Cielo Grande neighborhood to solicit donations of materials and services in an effort to leverage the existing project budget.      
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